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Incident near Iranian border 
 
TIKRIT, Iraq – Four Iraqi army soldiers, one interpreter, and one Iraqi border policemen are 

unaccounted for after a joint border patrol was engaged with small-arms and rocket-propelled grenade 

fire in Eastern Diyala near the Iran-Iraq border Thursday afternoon.  

 

5-73 Cav was conducting a joint border patrol of the Iraq/Iran border with soldiers of the 2nd 

Battalion, 1st Brigade, 5th Iraqi Army Division east of Balad Ruz. During the conduct of the patrol, the 

patrol observed two Iranian soldiers run from Iraq back across the Iranian border as they approached. 

Later, the patrol came upon a single Iranian soldier on the Iraqi side of the border who did not flee. 

 

As the patrol was speaking to the Iranian soldier, they were approached by a platoon-size 

element of Iranian soldiers. An Iranian border captain informed the joint Iraqi and Coalition force patrol 

that if they tried to leave their location the Iranians would fire upon them.  

 

While talking to the Iranian border captain, the patrol was engaged by Iranian forces with small-

arms and RPG fire. The CF Soldiers returned fire to break contact and left the area to report the incident. 

The Iranian forces continued to fire indirect fire well into Iraq as CF Soldiers withdrew; for reasons 

unknown at this time, the Iraqi Army forces remained behind.  

 

Additional Coalition and Iraqi forces moved into the area to search for the Iraqis, but have been 

unable to locate them.  

 

No CF Soldiers were wounded in the incident.  
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NOTE:  Question concerning this release should be directed to the following email group: 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED];  
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Q1.  Where did the incident happen? 
A1.  About 75 miles east of Baghdad near the Iraq / Iran border. 
 
Q2.  Was it on the Iraqi or Iranian side of the border? 
A2.  The exact location is part of the ongoing investigation into this incident.  The road the unit 
was traveling on was a trail used by Iraqi Army and Border Police in the past without incident.  
We take border incursions by any force seriously and will thoroughly investigate this matter to 
determine the specific location. 
 
Q3.  Did U.S. forces cross the border? 
A3.  The location and route of travel are part of the ongoing investigation into this incident.  We 
take border incursions by any force seriously and will thoroughly investigate this matter to 
determine the specific location. 
 
Q4.  Was this an up-provoked attack on coalition forces? 
A4.  We are investigating the cause of the attack. 
 
Q5.  Who initiated contact? 
A5.  We are investigating the circumstances surrounding this incident to determine exactly what 
happened and why. 
 
Q6.  Where did the contact occur? 
A6.  Near the Iranian border, however the exact location is part of an ongoing investigation into 
this incident. 
 
Q7.  What is the U.S. policy on border incursions by foreign military elements? 
A7.  Refer all country to country queries to MNC-I and the U.S. Embassy, Baghdad. 
 
Q8.  What steps might the U.S. take against the Iranian government for this border incursion? 
A8.  It is not in our prevue to comment on U.S. policy with foreign governments.  I would refer 
you to the Department of State. 
 
Q9.  Were any soldiers injured during the engagement? 
A9.  No U.S. forces were injured during this incident. 
 
Q10.  What actions did U.S. forces take when the situation became hostile? 
A10.  Specifics on what happened and specifically, what actions U.S. personnel took will be 
determined through the investigation. 
 
Q11.  What actions did the Iraqi forces take when hostilities broke out? 
A11.  Specifics on what happened and specifically, what actions U.S. personnel took will be 
determined through the investigation. 
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Q12.  How many Iraqi’s were involved? 
A12.  Seven. Five Iraqi army soldiers, one interpreter, and one Iraqi border policeman. 
 
Q13.  How many are unaccounted for? 
A13.  All seven Iraqis are still unaccounted for. 
 
Q14.  What steps is the coalition taking to find these Soldiers? 
A14.  Coalition Forces and the Iraqi Security Forces are using every resource available to locate 
the Iraqis. 
 
Q15.  What are coalition forces doing to find these Soldiers? 
A15.  Specifics into methods, equipment or technology being used in this search are not 
something we can share as it may compromise this part of the ongoing search effort. 
 


